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Change in Clostridium difficile Methodology








Specimen Labeling Policy 





Each specimen entering the laboratory must be labeled with the following:





Patient’s full legal name


One unique identifier, preferably the patient’s date of birth. Social Security, Driver License, Medical Record Number, or Employee ID number are also acceptable, but must be documented on the lab order or requisition.  


Collection date/time and collector’s initials





Central Laboratory


Parkview Hospital


Parkview Huntington Hospital


Parkview Whitley Hospital


Parkview North Hospital


Parkview Noble Hospital


And Parkview Lagrange Hospital 





�





Beginning August 8, 2011, Microbiology will be changing to a molecular method for the diagnosis of Clostridium difficile infection. (CDI)  Molecular methods are more accurate with a 95-98% sensitivity/specificity in contrast to the current EIA technology which is between 50-80%.  The new method detects both A+B+ and A-B+ toxin producing strains of Clostridium difficile.  As a result of the increased accuracy with the new DNA method, the following recommendations will also go into effect:  





One specimen will be tested in a 7 day period.  


No X3 orders will be accepted.    


Patients must be symptomatic.  Only specimens that


conform to the container shape will be tested.  Formed stool specimens will be rejected.  


No "test of cure" specimens should be submitted.  


Patients may remain positive for long periods without symptoms. 


This test is not currently approved for colonoscopy 


specimens. 





After 8-8-11, any orders for the current EIA methodology will be converted to the new method.  Testing will be performed 7 days per week with at least one run per shift.  For questions, please contact Phyllis Bonner, MT (ASCP), Microbiology Lead, at extension 373-9491, or Craig McBride, MD, Medical Director, at extension 373-3656. 








Parkview Health is in the United Healthcare Lab Network





We would like to take a moment to remind you that Parkview Health Laboratories is a contracted provider in the United HealthCare network.  Our contract with United HealthCare as a regional provider in their network is not impacted by any agreements UHC may have with national laboratories.  Patients with United HealthCare coverage will continue to receive their full benefits when utilizing Parkview Health Laboratories.   





If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Parkview Health Laboratories Billing Department at 260-373-9420.





Chromosomal Microarray Testing NOW Available





Chromosomal Microarray Analysis may be ordered for all patients with any indication of genomic imbalance which includes: dysmorphic features, unexplained mental retardation/developmental delay; autism spectrum disorder; and/or multiple congenital anomalies. CMA is the more appropriate test for patients who are candidates for subtelomere FISH or multiple individual FISH tests. CMA is well suited for the detection of interstitial duplications that currently can only be detected by interphase FISH. Although CMA can detect some deletions or duplications that cause single gene or contiguous gene phenotypes (e.g. Pelizaeus-Merzbacher), additional testing methodologies should be appropriately considered. In patients where a duplication is detected by CMA, confirmation testing using chromosome analysis and/or FISH to locate the additional material will be performed at no cost to the patient.





Parkview Health Laboratories Specimen Labeling Policy


All specimens entering the laboratory must be labeled with the patient’s full legal name and a secondary unique identifier.  Date of birth is the preferred secondary identifier.  Acceptable secondary unique identifiers may include Facility Medical Record Number, Driver’s License number, Employee identification number, Social Security Number, or Requisition Number.  Requisition number can only be used as a secondary identifier if the requisition contains full name and date of birth.  The secondary identifier must also be present on the laboratory order form or requisition.  In addition, collection time, date, and collector’s initials are also required on all specimens. If you would like an in-service for staff regarding the proper labeling of specimens, please contact Kevin Schaefer at 260-373-9403  





Parkview Health Central Lab is Relocating 





It is with great pleasure to announce that Parkview Health Central Laboratory at 328 Ley Road is relocating to the new Parkview Regional Medical Center (PRMC) on the Parkview North campus, effective November 17, 2011.


The move to PRMC will allow Parkview Health Laboratories to consolidate laboratory testing to better improve its services to physicians and their patients.  


Additional information, such as mailing address, phone and fax numbers will be sent with future communication to your office. We are looking forward in continuing to provide excellent laboratory services to you and your patients at our new location in the very near future.
































